Konz tal-Qiegh

HOOKS AND LINES

Set longlines

09.3.0

The bottom set longlines are locally known as Konz tal-Qiegh. 

These longlines usually have between 600 and 700 hooks. The size of the hooks depends on the species targeted (sizes 10 and 11). Pieces of chub mackerel are used to bait the hooks. The longlines are wound up in a circular basket and the hooks are attached to cork which border the rim of the basket.

Full-time fishermen set the longline around 11 p.m. and they pull out the longline after approximately four hours, in order to arrive in time to the fish market to sell their landings.

Part–time fishermen set the longline at 5 or 6 p.m. and they come back to port. They go back at 5 a.m. to pull out the longline.

Usually these longlines are set in deep rocky areas at depths ranging from 90 to 130 m. 

This fishery takes place throughout the year.

Common dentex (Dentex dentex), white seabream (Diplodus sargus) and common pandora (Pagellus erythrinus) are the main targeted species. 

The product is commercialised fresh. The product is consumed mainly in Malta but there are also some exports.

